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MINISTER’S LETTER 

I have been having to make a lot of journeys for various reasons, 
(as I’m sure many of you do) extra meetings, more visits to Skipton, 
Lancaster and Oxford to see family. I quite like driving (except in 
adverse weather conditions!) so it doesn’t really bother me. 

But the thing about journeys is that they are never quite the same, 
there is always something new to see, something new to notice. 
There is always something that has changed on a journey no 
matter how many times you have driven that same route before. 
Things that you need to be aware of and take notice of because 
they can have an effect on the outcome of our journeys. 

We will journey with Jesus as he travels towards Jerusalem with his 
disciples teaching them as he goes and then as he faces rejection, 
is arrested, tried, convicted and executed and then the joy of Easter 
morning. We will travel this journey together and as we do, we look 
for new things that we are suddenly aware of, things that we may 
have not noticed before or heard before, things that speak to us 
again of the grace of God. Together we are journeying through 
Lent. It’s a journey we have taken before and one that we know 
very well.  

Some of you may have seen the film ‘The Hobbit.’ In the film there 
is a moment when Bilbo one of the characters is deciding whether 
he should take on this new and dangerous journey that Gandalf a 
wizard and one of the protagonists in the story has suggested to 
him. Bilbo asks Gandalf if he can guarantee that he will return from 
his journey, "No" says Gandalf "and if you do you will not be the 
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WORSHIP MARCH 

LIDGETT PARK 

01 March   8.00 am Revd Tanya Short Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Mrs Dorothy Turnpenny 
    4.00 pm Revd Tanya Short United Service 
08 March   8.00 am Revd Tanya Short Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Revd Tanya Short Holy Communion  
15 March   8.00 am Revd Tanya Short Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Mr E Britton 
22 March   8.00 am Revd Tanya Short Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Revd Tanya Short Baptism 
29 March   8.00 am Revd Tanya Short Holy Communion 
  10.30 am Revd Phil Chilvers   
SHADWELL 
01 March   9.30 am Revd Tanya Short 
    4.00 pm Lidgett Park  United Service  
08 March   9.30 am Dr Stanley Season 
15 March   9.30 am Revd Tanya Short Holy Communion 
22 March   9.30 am Local Arrangement 
29 March   9.30 am Mr John Summerwill  

same". The things he will see and do will change him, in ways he 
can't even imagine yet. 

So as we travel, through Lent, the truth for us is that at the end of 
the journey we should not be the same, because through that 
journey we will be transformed, transformed by opening our eyes 
again to the wonder of our God, our God who lived and died for us 
- for you, for me and asks us that we journey with him. 

Every blessing, Tanya 

It's time for the World Day of Prayer again! This year we're at St. 
Andrews church, on Friday March 6th at 7pm. Other services are 
listed on posters in church if they are more convenient. This year 
the service has been prepared by women of Zimbabwe. Men, 
women and children are all very welcome. Hope to see you there. 
Pat Nolan 



3

PRAYER FOR CHANGE

These prayers are published also in the magazines of our 
ecumenical partners, St Andrew’s Church and St Edmund’s 
Church.

Further Confession, after ‘Joy in Enough’* by Green 
Christian*  
Our climate is changing, and we are 
changing it.  It is no longer enough 
to call it ‘climate change’; we are in 
a climate emergency, climate crisis, 
climate ___________ (add your 
own description here).   

We confess our carbon footprints, 
our failure to consider the 
consequences of our actions, our slowness to react. We are sorry 
for all the times we knew the right thing to do but chose to indulge 
whims, be profligate consumers, succumb to advertising or ‘had to 
have’ the latest ________________ (add your own item here). 

We are complicit in likely moving earth’s cycle from Holocene to 
Anthropocene.   

We have not considered the needs of others, whose carbon 
footprint is a fraction of ours and affected by climate changes to 
the weather and seasons today and year by year, or those future 
generations.  

The gap between rich and poor widens, not only in the UK but 
globally as we continue to exploit and consume whilst resources 
dwindle.   We confess that many of us have taken too much, and 
not considered the needs of future generations.  We confess our 
hunger for more, and our failure to appreciate what we already 
have. We are sorry that we have not been more grateful; whilst 
Earth’s resources and human rights are pushed aside for profit. 
We confess apathy to injustices, and haste in judging.This is not 
who you made us to be. We have not been good caretakers of 
your blue planet. We have not loved our neighbours. Forgive us, 
creator God.  
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Forgive us. Renew us. Inspire us.  And in 
your strength, creator God, we declare:  
Enough inequality. Enough consumerism. 
Enough climate crisis.  Help us to take more 
responsibility, gain wisdom to live 
appropriately, urgency to act, and courage to 
make changes and the voice to call for 
change. 

Thank you, Creator God for your kindness and mercy. We look to 
your promise of restoration as we move forward, strengthened 
by your love and forgiven.  May we act now out of joy: 

• joy in the living hope of knowing you 
• joy in serving each other 
• joy in the beauty and diversity of creation, your gift to us 
• joy in your provision and your care – joy in enough 

*Green Christia https://greenchristian.org.uk/  
Photos: https://uk.images.search.  Australian 
bush fire: The Guardian, January 2020.                             
        blue planet: Lerne Sefe blog.  

	BUY A BULB – WHAT NEXT?  

At the October 2019 Saturday Coffee morning there was the 
opportunity to buy a variety of spring bulbs – snowdrops, crocuses, 
daffodils and tulips. They would then be planted in the Church 
grounds as needed or as requested.  You could also have them 
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planted in memory of someone.  Any money raised to go to the 
Church Project.          

I am pleased to advise that we eventually had to plant over 700 
bulbs and over £200 was then given to the Church Project.  Many 
thanks to those who assisted with the planting – Liz, Margaret and 
my sister, Sue. 

Spring will soon be here and hopefully we will all then benefit from 
the garden blooming with the bulbs giving us a display of new 
flowers. So do come and join us at the Coffee Mornings on 
Saturday 7th March and 4th April and take time to have a wander 
round the gardens and see what may be there. 

Some of the bulbs were given in memory of someone and this is 
the list of those being remembered: 

Malcom Firth  Andrew Benson  Betty Sadler  

Michael Bowers Bryan Christopher  Barbara Bull  

Howard Belsham Irene & Stanley Mitchell Eileen Kemp 

Elsie & Cis   Gwen Brand  Grandma of Sandra   

Cyril Carr  Our friend Ron  Connie Wager  

Enid & Arthur Philo John Sanders   

For those in need of a little sunshine on dark days. 

With thanks to Val 

THANK YOU TO YOU ALL. 

Jackie Bennett 
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SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH 

It seems as though Christmas is barely over, and 
already we are embarking on Lent, with Easter in 
sight. Through Lent Tanya is leading us, and 
anyone who wishes to join in,  in a short course 
each Thursday afternoon from 12th March, 2.00 to 

2.30pm,  at church, on the theme of “Meeting 
God in ordinary places”.  

Our Saturday Coffee Morning this month is 
on March 7th, 10am-12pm. This café is  now  
building up nicely – do call in for some 
homemade goodies.  

The regular Café Morning this month features soup, on the 17th 
March, 10am-12.30pm. There will be a  selection of hearty soups 
sufficient for a lunch ( it is always difficult to choose which 
variety), and no doubt the weather will warrant a good warming-
up! 

Travel with Jesus this Lent………… 

In so many of the scripture readings that are shared in worship at 
this time of year, as we travel through Lent and journey on 
towards the cross, we see a different side to Jesus. Here no 
longer is the “mild, obedient” little child of 
Christmas, but a full grown adult prepared for 
controversy as he contends for what is right. 

The gospel readings come from the gospels of 
Matthew and John. Already we have seen 
Jesus setting out what God has sent him to do 
and challenging the expectations of those in his 
own town, as well as being revealed for who he 
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is in all his glory. In the coming weeks, we shall hear of him facing 
fierce temptations; sorrowing over the people of Jerusalem and 
presenting a stark challenge. 

The Jesus that we see in these passages is no ‘pushover’, he has 
some uncomfortable things to say and he doesn’t mince his words. 
What is also revealed is his compassion, in that he wants everyone 
to be able to respond to his challenge. 

When I was a small child, my parents taught me to say as a part of 
our prayers together at bedtime, the first verse of Charles Wesley’s 
“Gentle Jesus, meek and mild, Look upon a little child”. This was all 
very well, but I had to allow Jesus to grow up, and to allow myself 
to ‘grow up’ in Him. Otherwise I would have stayed like a ‘child’ in 
my own faith and my appreciation of what God was doing in Jesus 
would have been stunted. 

My point is, that we should each be looking to “become mature, 
attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Then we 
will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching… Instead, 
speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who 
is the head, that is, Christ.” (Ephesians 4 v 13b-15). 

If we are to travel with Jesus this Lent, on the way to his cross and 
glorious resurrection, we shall need all the love, grace and selfless 
courage that he has shown us. 
May you draw close to him this year. 

Every blessing, 
Rev Tanya 

THOUGHTS TO PONDER 
It is easier to fight for one's principles than to live up to them. 
Alfred Adler
We all want quiet. We all want beauty. We all need space. Unless 
we have them, we cannot reach that sense of quiet in which 
whispers of better things come to us gently. Octavia Hill
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HARRY ASHTON 15th June 1938 – 26th Dec 2019 

Harry died on Boxing Day aged 81. He was 
born a year before the outbreak of the 
Second World War, an event he was always 
insistent had nothing to do with him. One 
word comes to mind when thinking of Harry – 
Great. He was a great husband, a great 
father, a great father-in- law, a great 
grandfather and a truly great friend. He was 
someone for whom his family was always the 
first priority, but he was also a man with a 

wide range of interests. He was married to Betty and had 3 sons 
(Richard, Mark and Graeme) and 8 grandchildren. 

Harry left school at the age of 15 to become an apprentice 
draftsman starting work with the Central Electric and Heating 
Company Ltd in Kirby. By 1968 he had become a member of the 
Chartered Institute of Building Service Engineers and by the time 
he retired, Harry had worked his way up to be Chief Engineer of 
Building Services for Leeds City Council.' 

The family moved to Leeds in November 1973 and he immediately 
began to play an active part in local community life. His sons 
remember the way in which he encouraged and supported them in 
all their activities, be this on the home touch line, accompanying 
their team on away matches or acting as a cub leader for their 
pack (12th Northvale). Many an hour was spent ferrying them from 
one activity to another. Later he was always good for help with 
decorating, DIY, babysitting and anything else they needed. He 
could always be relied upon to lend a hand. 

He loved sport. In his earlier days he played football, basketball 
and also did gymnastics. Later he became a keen golfer belonging 
to Scarcroft Golf Club for over 30 years as well as developing a 
passion for Crown Green Bowling and representing his work’s 
team and his trade union team. After he retired, he became a 
member of the Roundhay Bohemians Bowling Club putting in 
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countless hours as Chairman of the Greens Committee 
enhancing the greens and tending the surrounding areas. He and 
Betty were keen walkers, walking in the Dales and Peak District 
each month with the Unison walking group. 

Family holidays were important to Harry and his children have 
fond memories of the holidays they had in both this country and 
abroad. Following retirement, he and Betty were able to have 
several good holidays with cruises and included six visits to see 
his brother, John and his family in New Zealand. John had 
emigrated in the 1970s and members may remember the account 
of the latest of these trips in 2017 which Betty wrote up for the 
Link magazine. 

Apart from all this Harry was a keen gardener and he and Betty 
were enthusiastic dancers. The family have memories of 
watching them both jiving away at parties. He was a man who 
lived life to the full and who will be very much missed. 

Stan Pearson (with thanks to his sons Richard, Graeme & Mark, 
and to his friend Mike Ridgway) 

Harry Ashton – husband, father and friend

The Ashton family wish to thank you all for the heartfelt kind thoughts 
and messages sent to us on the death of my dear husband Harry.  We 
were really overwhelmed by the cards, letters, phone calls and offers of 
help.  Particular thanks to the Lidgett Park Catering Team who provided 
food and refreshments following the Celebration of Harry’s life.  We also 
received much support in the last five months whilst Harry was in and 
out of hospital. 

We were delighted at the wonderful amount of £513.20 donated in 
Harry’s memory, which is of course going to the church project.

Thank you again for your generosity and caring thoughts, they are 
much appreciated. Betty Ashton
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BOOK REVIEWS 

The Spy and the Traitor. The Greatest Espionage Story of the 
Cold War by Ben Macintyre 

On 18 May 1985. 'a senior Russian intelligence agent landed at 
Moscow airport on the Aeroflot flight from London. Colonel Oleg 
Gordievsky of the K.G.B. was at the pinnacle of his career. A 
prodigy of the Soviet intelligence service, he had risen through the 
ranks, serving in Scandinavia, Moscow and Britain with hardly a 
blemish on his record. And now, at the age of forty six, he had 
been promoted to [be] chief of the K.G.B. station in London, a 
plum posting, and invited to return to Moscow to be formally 
anointed head of the K.G.B. [which was the] vast and ruthless 
security and intelligence network that controlled the Soviet 
Union ... Gordievsky strode ... through the airport crowds.  Inside 
him … a low terror bubbled. For, Oleg Gordievsky … was a British 
spy.  Recruited a dozen years earlier by MI6, Britain's foreign 
intelligence service, the agent codenamed NOCTON had proved 
to be one of the most valuable spies in history.  The immense 
amount of information he fed back to his British handlers had 
changed the course of the Cold War, cracking open Soviet spy 
networks, helping to avert nuclear war, and furnishing the West 
with a unique insight into the Kremlin's thinking during a critically 
dangerous period in world affairs.'  Gordievsky, though, had good 
cause to believe that the K.G.B. had guessed that he was 
betraying them, and that his escape plan codenamed PIMLICO 
would have to be implemented, which, indeed, it eventually was. 
As it happens, 'Oleg Gordievsky still lives, under an assumed 
name, in the detached house on a nondescript suburban street 
somewhere in Britain that he moved into soon after his escape 
from Russia.'  How he made that escape is well worth reading.   

So is this compelling book. The man who betrayed Gordievsky 
was Aldrich Ames of the C.I.A., who spied for the Russians simply 
for the money, and he is the Traitor in this book's title.  This book 
by Ben Macintyre also reminds us of what those of us who follow 
such matters knew before, not least from the writings of 
Christopher Andrew, notably that Jack Jones, once described by 
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Gordon Brown, later to be a Labour Prime Minister, as 'one of the 
world's greatest trade union leaders,' and voted in an opinion poll in 
1977 to be the most powerful person in Britain, was for many years 
a K.G.B. agent. Like Christopher Andrew before him, Macintyre 
accepts the view that Jones eventually ceased to work for the 
K.G.B. because he objected to the Soviet invasion of 
Czechoslovakia in 1968. I doubt this. In my opinion, you cannot just 
simply leave organizations like the K.G.B. in that manner, except 
feet first. We also learn once more that Michael Foot, later to be 
Leader of the Labour Party and also of H.M. Opposition, was also 
on the payroll of the K.G.B. at one time. It seems that he often used 
the money to sustain Tribune, the barely readable socialist 
magazine that he ran for years. Foot was known to the K.G.B. as 
agent BOOT, which suggests at least a glimmer of humour on their 
part. Foot was later to somehow successfully sue The Sunday 
Times when that newspaper suggested that he had worked for the 
Russians. I was told that he used the money that he lied to secure 
primarily to refurbish his Hampstead home from which location he 
could, of course, keep his social distance from the working classes 
whose interests he said that he was serving. In fairness, it should be 
said that Jack Jones did not behave in that manner, but, then, unlike 
so many socialists, he was actually drawn from the working classes. 
It seems that the K.G.B. had at least its fair share of what Lenin 
once called 'useful idiots' in the Labour Party and Movement and 
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, though what use 
characters like Fenner Brockway or, for that matter, Foot were to 
them remains hard to establish.        

So, Ben Macintyre has written yet another fine book, which I 
recommend. As for Gordievsky, a quote from Chekhov that 
Macintyre cites seems appropriate: 'he had two lives: one open, 
seen and known by all who cared to know … and the other running 
its course in secret.'     

Geoffrey K Fry        

ANOTHER THOUGHT TO PONDER 
There is no shortage of good days, it is good lives that are hard to 
come by. Annie Dillard 
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The Salt Path by Raynor Winn 

Do you enjoy walking and, if so, have you ever done, or thought 
of doing, a long distance walk? I have enjoyed walking long 
distance trails with our daughter Helen.Together we have walked 
the Dalesway (97 miles Leeds to Bowness), the Yoredale Way 
(York to Kirkby Stephen 93 miles) and the Cleveland Way (109 
miles). They are all challenging walks but relatively easy to do 
over a week or two.They gave us excellent holidays.  We enjoyed 
doing them – and we were fortunate with the weather.  

So when “The Salt Path” turned up on the coffee morning 
bookstall recently I just had to pay 50p to read it.   And what an 
interesting read it is, for this is about a couple walking the 630 
mile South West Coast Path from Somerset to Dorset and round 
the peninsula of Devon and Cornwall. 

Author Raynor Winn and her husband Moth were farmers who 
were made homeless by the failure of a court case against them.   
A few years earlier Moth had been diagnosed with corticobasal 
degeneration (CBD) a slow terminal illness which left him with 
limited movement and walking ability. Their rented farm was 
repossessed and consequently they were left with no home and 
no income. They had only their van and a few possessions which 
they were able to store in a friend’s barn.  

What would they do? Where would they live? Where would they 
go? On a mad impulse they decided to walk the South West 
Coastal Path. They had the time – hadn’t they? It took time for 
them to get used to being homeless. To have nowhere to go back 
to.  

For any long distance walk it takes a few days to get into the 
rhythm, to build up the stamina to be able to walk a reasonable 
distance each day. In the early days they struggled to go more 
than five miles some days when Moth needed to take long rests.  
They had limited funds but they had determination. They didn’t 
have the fitness but with thirty two years of being happily married 
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they did have their love for each other. The resulting story of their 
journey and how they coped with homelessness and its stigma, 
shortage of money and food and meeting with a variety of people, 
is one of courage and determination. How they managed with the 
difficulty of walking carrying a pack and being exposed to the 
challenges of the extremes of weather: heatwave, gale force winds 
on cliff tops and wild camping with inadequate equipment.    

This is a walk of incredible scenery. For Moth and Raynor Winn it 
was a walk of love, stamina, determination, perseverance, 
ingenuity, whilst overcoming many difficulties and meeting up with 
kindness, thoughtfulness in most of the many people whom they 
met.   

Did they complete the walk?   To find out, and to read about some 
of the many coincidences and people they met on the way you’ll 
need to read the book!  Sorry! 

Peter Harper                            

DROP A PEBBLE IN THE WATER 

Drop a pebble in the water; just a splash and it is gone. 
But there's half-a-hundred ripples circling on and on and on; 

Spreading, spreading from the centre, flowing on out to the sea, 
And there is no way of telling where the end is going to be. 

Drop a word of cheer and kindness; in a minute you forget; 
But there's gladness still a-swelling and there's joy a-circling yet, 
And you've rolled a wave of comfort whose sweet music can be 

heard 
Over miles and miles of water just by dropping one kind word. 

Drop an act of cheer and kindness; just a flash and it is gone; 
But there's half-a-hundred ripples circling on and on and on, 

Bearing hope and joy and comfort on each splashing, dashing 
wave, 

Till you wouldn't believe the effect of that kind act you gave. 
With thanks to Gerry Leake. 
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CHURCH PROJECT 2020/2021 

Over the last three years there have been 2 church projects. From 
September 2017 until April 2019 we were raising money for the 
improvements to the Lidgett Place Entrance to the Church. From 
April 2019 until August 2020 we are raising money for two 
charities, Oasis Relief, Zambia and Sreepur Village in Bangladesh. 
If we follow the normal pattern we will be looking to support a new 
charity or charities from September 2020. 

The decision about who we support from September 2020 will be 
taken at the General Church Meeting to be held on 26 April 2020. 
Who or what do you think we should support. If you have an idea 
that you would like to be considered at the General Church 
Meeting can you write a few words about your idea and let Stan 
Pearson (Editor of the Link) have it by the middle of March so that 
others can read about it in the April Link before the Church 
meeting.  I’m sure that members of the current project group will 
be willing to help with ideas for fund raising but anyone nominating 
a charity will be expected to be involved in the fund raising if their 
charity is selected for the 2020/2021 project 

Graham Saunders  Chair of the Church Finance committee                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

ANOTHER DEADLINE 
  
As a separate exercise to the above we need to produce a booklet 
of reports for the General Church Meeting. 

I have written to representatives of the various groups and 
activities associated with the church and asked for a short report (a 
paragraph of so) preferably sent as a word document by 29th 
March. This will allow me to get it printed and available for the 
meeting on 26th April. 

Stan Pearson 
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PROJECT NEWS. MARCH 2020. 

First, may I express the Project Group’s sincere thanks to Betty 
Ashton and family for their kind generosity in donating the 
collection at Harry’s funeral to Project funds. They will all be in 
our thoughts and prayers, as we know they will be in those of 
other people too.   

By the time you read this, many of you will have enjoyed the 
sausage and mash lunch held on February 9th (well, we hope 
you enjoyed it!) The profit made will have been published in the 
weekly notices and will be another boost to our fund-raising. 

We now have more positive news about other planned events 
and I hope as many of you as possible will join us in these. 

Saturday April 18th –  Lidgett’s 2020 Bake-Off. A celebration 
of the “roaring twenties” and baking prowess! See – and judge in 
a “People’s Vote” – a selection of home-made Victoria Sponges, 
all made to the same recipe but with individual decorations. Then 
await the tasting verdict of our panel of judges who will decide on 
the cake with the best taste. There will be a prize in each 
category. Scones, cakes and cuppas will be served during the 
afternoon and you are invited to dress in 1920’s clothes, hats 
etc., listen to music of the period and watch a display of flower 
arranging with the same theme. An afternoon with a difference!   

Two events at the Saturday Coffee Mornings: 

Saturday May 2nd. In a celebration of VE Day, expect 
appropriate  decorations at the coffee morning and stay a bit 
longer to partake of sausage or bacon sandwiches prepared by 
Haydn Dalton. Those who were here at Haydn’s last sausage 
sandwich sale will remember the delicious aroma of the 
sandwiches as they were brought up from the kitchen. Resist if 
you can! Coffee, cakes and scones will be on sale as usual from 
10 o’clock; sandwiches will be served from 11.30.  
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Saturday August 1st . To celebrate Yorkshire Day, another 
offering from Haydn, this time of a Yorkshire Lunch – pork pie, 
Wenslydale cheese and pickle. Again, this will be served towards 
the end of our monthly Coffee Morning.   

And lastly, a reminder that the wonderful Elysian Singers will be in 
concert on Saturday July 18th. More details about this in later 
copies of The Link. 

We hope you are tempted to join us for our events and help us 
raise as much as we can for our two very deserving charities. 
Thank you. 

Margaret Farrar. On behalf of the Project Group. 

WHAT’S IN THE NEWS? 

In the Sunday Times (9th February in the Comment Section) there was 
an anonymous article by a woman whose husband of 27 years had left 
her after announcing he was gay and had been in an extramarital 
relationship with a man for 2 years. It was something she hadn’t 
suspected. Like Philip Scofield, who had recently made a public 
announcement about his sexual orientation on television, they had 
children (in this case three and in Schofield’s two). We have heard little 
or nothing from Schofield’s wife and family, but this woman has drawn 
attention to the devastating effect it had on her and how little support 
she received when trying to come to terms with all the implications. Her 
husband, like Schofield, had received lots of support from friends and, 
like Schofield had been praised for having the courage to “come out”. 

It seems likely that both men were bisexual, but the sadness is that it 
isn’t really an issue about sexual orientation. It is all about faithfulness, 
and trust and the media seem to have missed this point as they have 
rallied round to support Schofield and praise him for his courage. I am 
not aware if we know if Schofield is in any other relationship like the 
husband of the woman who wrote the article, but if a heterosexual man 
had an extramarital affair with another woman the public reaction would 
have been different, as it would if a gay man in a same-sex marriage or 
civil partnership had a relationship with a different man. It is really all 
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about loyalty, faithfulness and honesty and I see nothing in 
Schofield’s recent very public declaration that persuades me that he 
is any different. I hope his wife and family are also receiving some 
support. 

Stan Pearson
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CONCERT on Friday  27 March 2020 

The Rotary club of Headingley are organising a concert in the Church on 
Friday the 27 March 2020 at 7.30pm , when Castleford Young Musicians 
will be giving a concert to raise funds for  'Think Like A  Pony'. Think like 
a Pony ' help change the lives of some of the hardest to reach children in 
the community who are at high risk of self harm, suicide, depression and 
chronic anxiety. They are having outstanding results by allowing the 
children to work with and relate to ponies’. 

Castleford Young Musicians are a concert band and choir , who did a 
concert at church a few years back to raise funds for the church project 
and which was a huge success. Becky Todd still helps and supports 
them. 

Pease  do come and support the musicians and the charity, and have an 
enjoyable evening at the same time and bring your friends. . Tickets are 
£8 available on the door. 

Alan Wittrick (current President of the Rotary club of Headingley)  
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JESUS' ONE-LINERS—8 

Whoever does God's will is my brother, my sister and my 
mother. 
Mark 3.35 

The above saying, as recorded in Mark's gospel, comes at the 
end of a short paragraph which relates how Jesus' mother and 
brothers came looking for him, but could not get close because of 
a crowd listening to his teaching. His attention was drawn to the 
fact that his mother and brothers were looking for him. But Jesus 
looked around him and addressed his seated followers:- “ You are 
my mother and my brothers. Whoever does God's will is my 
brother, my sister and my mother”. 

In this short passage Jesus is suggesting, very strongly, that 
kinship cannot be restricted solely to one's family members, 
important though that must always be. As we are all too aware, 
however, it often happens that we feel closer to some people who 
are not our blood relations. Jesus seems to be indicating that this 
is natural and something that is to be encouraged, provided that 
certain conditions are met; what he termed doing God's will. For 
us in the 21st century what are the most important criteria that 
must be satisfied if this wider kinship, as envisaged by Jesus, is to 
become a reality? 

Firstly, true kinship can arise from a common or shared 
experience, such as a bereavement. People often become close 
friends after sharing similar experiences ( often difficult ones ) that 
they have come through. Lifelong friendships are often 
established through support groups such as bereavement 
sessions or ante-natal and post-natal classes. 

Secondly, true kinship can arise from a common trust in 
something or someone. When we read the gospels, we realise 
that the disciples were a very mixed bunch – fishermen, 
nationalists, even a hated Roman tax collector. Yet they were 
bound together because of their trust in the person of Jesus and 
his ideas. They may not always have understood what he was 
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trying to do, but they had sufficient trust in him to continue to be 
part of his team. 

Lastly, true kinship arises from having a common goal, having a 
similar aim. When we look at the various denominations of the 
Church can we say that they have a common aim, with all the 
acrimonious arguments about the ordination of women, the forms 
of Church government, the administration of the sacraments, the 
authority of the bible etc. Thankfully, for most members of the 
various denominations, I suspect that the above issues are not of 
fundamental importance. What is important to them is to know 
and understand Jesus' teachings better and to apply them in their 
daily lives. That is our common goal.  

Gerry Leake 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
Reproduced with the permission of the BBC. 

Good morning.  
The story is told of a king who, many centuries ago, became a 
Christian. Moved by the message of forgiveness in the Gospel, he 
was delighted to hear that when he was baptised the water 
poured over him would wash away all his past misdeeds. There 
was just one snag. He’d been king for a while. He knew that 
staying in power would involve actions hard to reconcile with the 
teachings of his newfound faith. So, he came up with a pragmatic 
solution. He would delay his baptism until his death bed, so that 
newly free from sin, he could be sure of his place in heaven. I’ve 
no idea whether he got the kind of death that made such planning 
possible, after all, kings were prone to die suddenly in battle. But 
in wanting to be good, but not until later, he was echoing 
sentiments first attributed to St Augustine, who famously prayed, 
“God grant me chastity, but not just yet!” Today, I’ll be attending 
the meeting of the Church of England General Synod in London. 
Climate change is one of our biggest concerns. And a major item 
on our agenda is to agree the year by which we want the Church 
to reach net zero carbon. The main motion stipulates 2045, 
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slightly ahead of the government’s 2050 target. An amendment 
proposes a date significantly earlier, 2030, barely a decade from 
now. I expect the debate to be passionate and well informed. We 
will hear of the plight of those who live in parts of the world where 
climate change is not merely a future threat but a present-day 
reality. Places where lands are beginning to submerge below the 
seas or, conversely, where good agricultural zones are drying into 
desert. But that takes me back to St Augustine and my medieval 
king. There are issues that can be very hard to sort out 
immediately, even for kings and saints. However, they, along with 
governments, businesses and even churches, can be lured into 
procrastination, imagining they’ve solved the problem simply by 
making a commitment to start being good at some point in the 
future. Christian ethics entirely supports my setting myself 
demanding long term targets, but it is at least equally concerned 
with the steps I’m going to make towards them today. Increasingly 
businesses, encouraged by global alliances of investors including 
Church of England funds, are being pressed not just to commit 
publicly to a final date for falling in line with the Paris Agreement on 
Climate Change, but to set out the short term interim targets that 
will give shareholders confidence they can get there. Today, at 
Synod, we turn our attention to our own performance. And the 
success of the debate, in my view, will be less in how demanding a 
date we eventually set, than in whether we are prepared to be as 
rigorous at measuring our own progress towards our goal, year on 
year, as we are with that of the business and commercial world.  

Rt Rev Dr David Walker - 12/02/2020 

SCIENCE AND RELIGION—SOME THOUGHTS 

Science without religion is lame, religion without science is blind. 
Albert Einstein 

Perhaps some day science can explain the world, but it can never 
explain its meaning. Michel Quoist 
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Science may have found a cure for most evils; but it has found 
no remedy for the worst of them all – the apathy of human 
beings. Helen Keller 

The means by which we live have outdistanced the ends for 
which we live. Our scientific power has outrun our spiritual 
power. We have guided missiles and misguided man. 
Martin Luther King 

Anybody who has seriously engaged in scientific work of any 
kind realizes that over the entrance to the gates of the temple of 
science are written the words: Ye must have faith. It is a quality 
which the scientist cannot dispense with. 
Max Planck ( Founder of Quantum Mechanics) 

Science sees everything mechanically. It has no answer to 
human needs in a crisis. A R Orage 

But to the great man of science, science is an art, and he himself 
is an artist. And his creation is not less a work of art because it is 
but a faint and imperfect copy of another – of the supreme work 
of art which is nature itself. J W N Sullivan  

Science investigates; religion interprets. Science gives man 
knowledge which is power; religion gives man wisdom which is 
control. Science deals mainly with facts; religion deals mainly 
with values. The two are not rivals. They are complementary. 
Science keeps religion from sinking into the valley of crippling 
irrationality and paralysing obscurantism. Religion prevents 
science from falling into the marsh of obsolete materialism and 
moral nihilism. Martin Luther King 

The simple and plain fact is that the scientific method wins its 
success by ignoring parts of reality as given in experience. It is 
perfectly right to do this for its own purposes; but it must not be 
permitted to create the impression that what it ignores is non-
existent. 
With thanks to Gerry Leake 
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SHADWELL METHODIST CHURCH  
Cafe Morning 10.00 am - 12.30 pm 

17th March    Soups 
21st April    Paninis & Toasties 
19th May    Bacon Butties 

There will also be the usual wide range of delicious home-
baked cakes and scones and a variety of styles of coffee. The 
company is excellent so come and meet the people of 
Shadwell. 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP 
We meet fortnightly on a Thursday evening at 7.45 pm in the 
Community Hall. Friendly atmosphere, interesting Speakers 
etc. and refreshments. Come along and join us. 
 
5th March OPEN to All meeting. Jan Rippin on 'Sreepur 
Village, Bangladesh'.This is a change from the advertised 
Members' Evening. 
 
19th March Robert Creamer giving a talk on 'Mothers in the 
Bible'. 
 
 2nd April   Catherine Curzon, Author and Speaker, 'In Kitty's 
Company: Courtesans, Ladies and Strumpets'. 
 
URGENT appeal for a President and Vice President for next 
year (and future years). This need not be too onerous a job - 
introducing the Speaker, choosing an appropriate hymn for the 
evening and writing a short Report at the end of the year.mThe 
only difficult bit will be arranging the Carol Service - and the 
Committee would be able to help with that. Please volunteer 
and don't let this very successful Group be diminished. 
 
Lynne and Anne 
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1859 - 2019 

Tel: 0113 239 5770
www.adairpaxton.co.uk
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